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Preparing for a reimagined 2020-21 school year biweekly newsletter! 
This communication is intended to provide information throughout the summer as the District 
prepares for a successful re-entry into the 2020-2021 school year.  Throughout the summer, 
School District personnel will continue to coordinate with the State’s health departments, consult 
with physicians and neighboring school districts, and apply this knowledge to develop a plan that 
embraces the new normal of conducting school operations during and after the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Because we continue to learn more about COVID-19 and the conditions surrounding 
the crisis are continually evolving, our plan is fluid.  Therefore, we will be posting biweekly 
updates.  We appreciate your patience and understanding as the District develops plans that make 
certain our children receive a quality education this fall. 
 
MESSAGE TO OUR COMMUNITY 
Dear Wilson Area School District Students/Parents/Guardians: 
We are deeply saddened and horrified by the ongoing violent incidents against African 
Americans.  We have been reflecting and discussing what our District can do to help the fight 
against racism.  The violence and protests have caused us to look more closely at how our 
District can ensure every student has access to all the opportunities our schools provide 
regardless of their skin color.   I can assure you we are committed to working together to provide 
opportunities that  meet the needs of all our children equitably. For the past four years, our 
annual goals have included action plans to increase equity.  These plans include offering 
trainings that prepare our teachers, staff  and administrators on topics such as: 

1. The use of equitable practices 
2. Engaging in uncomfortable conversations about race and discrimination  
3. Trauma Informed Care  

We recognize there is more work to do, and we will continue to extend our professional 
development opportunities and engage in this work.   I can assure you we are committed to 
working together to provide opportunities that  meet the needs of all our children equitably. 
Sincerely, 
Douglas Wagner 
Superintendent 
 
FALL 2020 INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN UPDATE  
This District is developing a plan for return to school five days a week this fall.  Students with 
specific health risk issues or related concerns will have the option to begin the year in an online 
environment instructed by teachers from the District.  To ensure a safe and reasonable return our 
school community will have to follow a spectrum of interventions and strategies to ensure safety. 
A summary of these interventions and strategies are outlined below: 

● Parents will need  to symptom screen children at home each morning before the school 
day. 



● Students will be encouraged to wear face masks that meet the CDC guidelines. Face 
masks cannot display any words, characters or symbols. The District will provide face 
masks to students upon request. 

● Classroom and learning occupancy will be based on 3-6 feet of separation among 
students and staff to maximum extent feasible 

● All field trips will be postponed until restrictions are lifted that allow participation 
without accommodations  

● Breakfast and lunch will be eaten in the classroom, grab-and-go bagged meals will be 
served, children can bring their lunch.  

● Remote appointments will be recommended and visitors will be prohibited.  
● Students will be encouraged to use individual water bottles from home  
● All individuals in school will sanitize or wash their hands on a frequent basis. 
● Buses will operate with a maximum of two students per seat, with the understanding that 

masks will be required of students while on the bus.  
● Disinfecting all high-touch surfaces in classrooms and on buses will be done at least 

daily. 
 

The District will be presenting a Health and Safety plan to the Board of Education at the regular 
board meeting on Monday, July 13, 2020.  The Health and Safety Plan outlines our School 
District's instructional and non- instructional school reopening activities for the 2020-2021 
school year.   The District’s administration will be holding a virtual town hall meeting on 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020  at 7:00 p.m. to review and discuss the plan with the school 
community.  
 
To participate in the meeting, please register at https://forms.gle/S56U2rR4LAWdM3aA7 
 
SUMMER INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
Research shows that reading and math abilities can drop over the summer months. To help 
reduce the “summer slide” here are five suggestions taken from Little Scholars. 

1. Read EVERY day!  Read non-fiction, fiction, ebooks, poetry, articles and read out loud. 
2. Cook with your children.  This is one of the best ways to integrate math, reading and 

following directions. 
3. Learn a new word each week!  Hang it on the fridge and see who can use it the most 

times throughout the week. 
4. Play quick games with flashcards like Math War or Concentration to keep math skills 

sharp. 
5. Did I mention READ?!  If your child does nothing else this summer make sure he/she is 

reading! 
For secondary students there are several free online courses and many virtual opportunities to 
explore on Coursera  (https://www.coursera.org/promo/free-courses-high-school); there are 
many good options here but Learning How to Learn is a great foundational course for any 
student. Additional online learning resources can be found on the District website in the 
Learning Portal. 
 
 

https://forms.gle/S56U2rR4LAWdM3aA7
http://www.coursera.org/
https://www.coursera.org/promo/free-courses-high-school
https://www.coursera.org/learn/learning-how-to-learn
https://www.coursera.org/learn/learning-how-to-learn
http://www.wilsonareasd.org/news/what_s_new_3/learning_portal


 
CHROMEBOOK RETURN  
The collection of Chromebooks has occurred at each of the District schools. If you still have a 
District issued Chromebook or textbook, you may return them at any of the district buildings 
during normal office hours. Please be sure to indicate the student(s) name when returning the 
textbooks or Chromebook(s).  
 
COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE 
Wilson Area School District’s school based outpatient counseling program with CONCERN 
continues to run throughout the summer months for telehealth services. Now more than ever, 
taking care of our mental health is an important part of our students’ well being. To learn more 
about obtaining Behavioral Telehealth sessions, please contact the CONCERN office at (610) 
691-8401 or speak with your child’s School Guidance Counselor.  
 
WILSON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 2020-21 FINAL BUDGET 
The Wilson Area Board of Education approved the School District’s 2020-21 budget on 
Monday, June 15,2020.  The budget stands at $42,685,182.76 and is  a freeze on real estate taxes 
so the millage rate will remain at 58.6860 mills.  The largest increase in this budget is the cost 
for charter/cyber school tuition.  The budget includes $2,041,494.87 in expenditures for 
charter/cyber tuition.  This is an increase of $389,678.00 over the 2019-20 budget.  Four 
teaching positions and an instructional aide position were eliminated from the budget by not 
filling vacancies.  The 2020-21 budget reflects the position of the Board of recognizing this is 
not a time to ask our residents for a tax increase as our community deals with the economic 
fallout from the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
WARRIORS OF THE YEAR  
Each year, all our students make an effort to model the “W.A.R.R.I.O.R.” values to increase 
spirit, pride, and academic success.  Those who demonstrate an extraordinary level of 
commitment to these values are recognized each month in our buildings.  We are very excited to 
recognize one student from each building that excels above the rest in demonstrating these values 
and ask our school community to recognize these students as our Warriors of the Year for the 
2019-2020 school year.  

Avona Elementary School - Gabrielle Williams 
Williams Township Elementary - Tessa Bonham 
Wilson Borough Elementary School - Ava Barrows-Edwin 
Wilson Area Intermediate School - Frandy Almanzar 
Wilson Area High School - Mollie Veres 

 
EMERGENCY SUBSTITUTE TRAINING 
The Wilson Area School District is hosting an Emergency Substitute Teacher Training Program 
on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at the Administration Building, 2040 
Washington Boulevard, Easton. To be considered for the training, you must have a four year 
college degree in any subject and experience working with children. 
For more details, go to www.wilsonareasd.org. To register for the training, please contact Cathy 
Smyth at 484-373-6008 or csmyth@wilsonareasd.org. 

http://www.wilsonareasd.org/
mailto:csmyth@wilsonareasd.org


 
VACANCIES 
The Wilson Area School District has the following employment opportunities: 
 
Health Room Aide – Part-time position available to assist in school health room 
7.5 hours per week during the school year. RN or LPN license required. Apply online or send 
letter of interest, resume, application, (3) reference letters, copy of license and Act 151 (Child 
Abuse), Act 34 (State Police), and Act 114 (FBI) Clearances, Act 24 (Arrest and Conviction 
Report and Certification) form, and Act 168 (Sexual Misconduct/Abuse Disclosure Release) 
forms to Mr. Anthony Tarsi, Wilson Area Intermediate School Principal, 2400 Firmstone Street, 
Easton, PA 18042 EOE Intermediate School nurse 
 
Bus Driver Position – Part-time, school year, starting August 2020. Position is responsible for 
transporting students to various schools. Must have CDL S Endorsement and current physical. 
Send letter of interest, resume, and ACT 34 (State Police), Act 151 (Child Abuse) and Act 114 
(FBI) Clearances, Act 24 (Arrest and Conviction Report and Certification) form and Act 168 
(Sexual Misconduct/Abuse Disclosure Release) forms to Dr. David Wright, Assistant 
Superintendent, Wilson Area School District, 2040 Washington Blvd., Easton, PA 18042 EOE. 

 
 

  

https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsfinwilsonpa/Rapplmnu03.w

